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matter, and recapitulating the difficulties he said to me, "I assure you the way and the means are easy. I will go to Venice at my own cost. They shall hear me; and if they disapprove of the project devised by me, I will return in like manner at my own cost*5.
He then urged me to keep the matter secret,
Valladolid, 3ist, December 1522.
First printed in 1869.
NO. 72. THE PLANS FOR THE EXPEDITION OF 1521
From the Records of the Drapers' Company of London.
[1521, Mar. ist.-Apr, 9.] An answer made to serten of the kinges counsell as consernyng the kinges shippes to be occupyed.
The first day of Marche here assembled my lord the maire, Sir Laurence Aylmer, M. Monoux, M. Milborn, M. Bayly, & M. Wylkynson, aldermen, M. Carter, M. Clerk, & M. Vaughan, Wardens & of the Counsell, M. Hawkyns, M. Cremor, M. Gaine, M. Rudston, M. Askue, M. Gentyll, M. Perpount, M. White, M. Champyon, M. Sadler, & M, Dolphyn, and at the said assembley yt was aggreed that the Wardens w* M. Rudston, M. Perpount & M. Dolphyn shall common w* the Wardens of other aunncyaunt ffefiships to knowe what aunswere were best to be made to M. Wynkfield & M. Broun, of the kynges counsell, concernyng the kinges shippys. And the same day, aftir assembley made at ffrere Austyns by wardens of dyvers companys, and aggreed all aftir one mynd, we made our aunswere in wryting & delyvered yt into the said counsell by thassent of this hows, the tenour where of is this that foloweth:
The aunswere of the Wardens of Drapers of London unto the reporte of Sir Robert Wynkfeld and Sir Wolston Broun, knyghtes, and of our Soverayn lord the kinges moste honorable counsell, ffirst where it hathe pleased the kinges highnes of his most gracious zele, good mynd, and tendre favour towardes his nierchaundes of London had, as by the reporte of the foresaid Sir Robert and Sir Wplston unto the said Wardens lately made, ffor the whiche moste gracious zele, good mynd and tendre favour, all we ben naturally bounden to pray to God for his moste gracious atid prosperous contynuance in good helth and long lyf. And as toching the taking or receyving of one of the kinges shipps, we say we have noo auctorite to bynd our hole company and ffeliship unto any suche charge. And also that in our company be but fewe Aventurors, saving onely in
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